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Monoculture tree plantations are not forests 
 

Statement by forestry professionals and students 
 2008 

 

Throughout the world, governments are actively promoting the expansion of large-scale monoculture tree plantations, despite the serious social and 
environmental impacts already witnessed on existing plantations. The promoters of this model claim that plantations are forests, which simply is not true. 
Plantations are not forests. Unfortunately, many of our colleagues in the forestry sector support this model, and our teaching institutions continue to train 
new generations of forestry professionals to perpetuate and expand this type of forestry model, aimed at seeing forests where they do not exist.  
 
This is why we feel the need to publicly state not only that monoculture tree plantations are not forests, but also that these plantations result or have resulted 
in the destruction of our native forests and of other equally valuable ecosystems that they replace.  
 
Those who know the most about this issue are the local populations who directly suffer the impacts of plantations, such as:  
 
- Loss of biodiversity (and the resulting loss of food, medicines, firewood, and materials for housing construction and crafts, among others). 
- Changes in the water cycle, resulting both in the decrease and depletion of water sources and the increase of flooding and landslides.  
- Decreased food production.  
- Soil degradation. 
- Loss of indigenous and traditional cultures that depend on the original ecosystems.  
- Conflicts with forestry companies over the ownership of land in indigenous territories and those of other traditional communities.  
- Decreased sources of employment in traditionally agricultural areas.  
- Expulsion of rural populations.  
- Destruction of the natural landscape in tourism areas.  
 
For reasons like these, we forestry professionals who strive for the conservation of forests and recognise the basic rights of the peoples who live there must 
take the side of those who truly defend the forests – the local communities – and oppose the expansion of monoculture plantations.  
 
We want to stress that this process is not beginning today, but in fact dates back to the 2005 World Social Forum in Porto Alegre. At that time, a group of 
forestry students and professionals agreed on the need for “another kind of forestry training based on a different way of seeing the world, in which forests 
are not seen simply as wood, but rather as what they really are: diverse ecosystems made up of forest flora, fauna and peoples.” In line with this position,   
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Today, within this framework, we are calling on forestry students and professionals to adhere to this declaration and to begin a process, inside and outside 
educational institutions, that will make it possible for those of us who enter this profession to actually do what we thought we would be doing when we 
entered it: defending forests and the peoples who depend on them.  
 
SIGNATORIES: 
 
   
Argentina    
Román Carlos Ríos Forester   
   
Bangladesh   
Sudibya Kanti Khisa  Forester   
Montosh Kumar Das Forester   
Tanvir Ahmed Shovon  Forester   
   
Brazil   
Associação Brasileira dos Estudantes de Engenharia Florestal - ABEEF 
Vladimir Filho  Forestry student  
Marcos Catelli Rocha  Forester   
Fernanda Lopes da Fonseca Forester   
Luiz Henrique Gomes de Moura  Forester   
Fabiola Latino Antezana  Forester   
Juliana Bavuzo  Forester   
Thomás Ferreira  Forester   
Acácio Zuniga Leite  Forester   
Pablo Andrade Dias  Forestry student  
Luciana Carvalho de Oliveira  Forester   
Fabricio Nascimento Ferreira  Forester   
Leilane Carneiro Cunha Forestry student  
Grazianne Ramos  Forester   
Augusto Duarte de Castro  Forester   
Otávio Gadiani Ferrarini  Forestry student  
Danilo Schueng  Forestry student  
Patricia Dias Tavares Forestry student  
Livia Morena Brantes Bezerra  Forestry student  
Luís Henrique Shikasho  Forestry student  
Ana Patrícia Dias Marques Forester   
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Iara Jaime de Pina Forestry student  
   
Bulgaria   
Vanya Ratarova  Forester   
   
Canada   
Lynn Palmer  Forester   
   
Catalunya   
Joan Vicenç Lillo i Colomar Forester   
   
Chile   
Rodrigo Catalán   Forester   
Edgardo Patricio Flores Flores Forester   
Claudio Donoso Zegers Forester   
Alex Rodríguez Badilla Forester   
Jorge Sáez Forester   
Gonzalo Muñoz Forester   
   
Colombia   
Diego Alejandro Cardona   Forester   
Sandra Yohanna Sánchez   Forester   
Zulma Zorayda Toro Forester   
Gabriel Camacho Legarda  Forestry student  
Carlos Andrés Barrios  Forestry student  
Yadi Toro Forester   
   
Costa Rica   
Juan Figuerola   Forester   
Edwin Alpízar Forester   
Quírico Jiménez Forester   
Mariana Porras Forester  
 
Ecuador   
Richard Hernández  Forester   
   
Ethiopia   
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Aklilu Ameha Yietagesu  Forestry student  
   
France   
Aurélie Lombard  Forester   
   
Gabon   
Essono Ondo Protet Judicaël Forester   
   
Germany   
Fabian Schmidt  Forester   
László Maráz  Forester   
Christoph Wehner  Forester   
Othmar Kipfer Forester   
   
Ghana   
Raheal Awuah Forester   
Henry Aryeetey  Forester   
Akwasi Asamoah  Forestry student  
   
Guinea Bissau   
Constatino Correia  Forester   
   
Indonesia   
Rivani Noor  Forester   
Rukaiyah Rofiq  Forester   
Novitantri  Forester   
Riko Kurniawan Forester   
M Yayat Afianto  Forester   
Isal Wardhana  Forester   
Hapsoro  Forester   
Ginting Longgena Forester   
Yoga Sofyar  Forester   
Perdhana Putra Forestry student  
M Fahrozi Forester   
Ade Fadli  Forester   
Mariamah Ahmad  Forester   
Ika Septya   Forester   
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Dadang Imam Ghozali  Forester   
Marudut Purba Forester   
Mochamad Syoim  Forester   
Nuripto  Forester   
Panthom  Forester   
Retno Lisiawati  Forester   
Ronny Christianto  Forester   
Rustam  Forester   
Bambang K Suryokusumo  Forester   
Jelita Rahayu  Forestry student  
Berry Nahdian Forqan Forester   
M. Misbah Satria Giri  Forester   
Iding Achmad Haidir Forester   
Ige Kristianto Forester   
   
Netherlands   
Ian Wagenhuis  Forester   
Meri Orth Forestry student  
   
Nigeria   
Ekeoba M. Isikhuemen  Forester   
Edem A. Eniang Forester   
   
Papua New Guinea   
Kenn Mondiai  Forester   
   
Paraguay   
María José López Forester  Forester   
Fernando González  Forester   
Mónica Centrón  Forester   
Liza Carolina Lezcano Cáceres Forester   
   
Peru   
Dhayneé Orbegozo  Forestry student  
François Jost  Forester   
   
Russia   
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Alexander Arbachakov Forester   
   
Slovak Republic   
Miloslav Mag Forester   
   
South Africa   
Bob de Laborde  Forester   
   
Spain   
Adolfo Cordero Rivera Forester   
Marcos Estévez  Forester   
Michaël W. Pérez Trigano Forester   
María Dapena Sieiro Forester   
Joan Vicenç Lillo Colomar  Forester   
   
Sudan   
Samiha Osman Forester  
   
Tanzania   
Joseph S. Mchome Forester  
   
Thailand   
Veerawat Dheeraprasart  Forester   
Pearmsak Makabhirom  Forester   
Somsak Sukwong  Forester   
   
United Kingdom   
Simon Counsell  Forester   
Chris Lang  Forester   
Louise Bundock  Forester   
Ariana Densham  Forestry student  
   
Uruguay   
Ricardo Carrere  Forester   
Sari Torres  Forester   
Humberto Guigou Forester   
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Venezuela   
Freddy Hidalgo  Forester   
   
   
SIGN-ONS FROM NON FORESTRY PROFESSIONALS 
   
Claudio Donoso Hiriart – Amante del bosque Chile  
Cintia Pereira Barenho Bióloga e Mestre em Educação AmbientalBrasil 
Lester G. Seri Conservationist / Environmentalist and Human Rights Campaigner Papua New Guinea 
Ulrike Bongartz BSc Natural resources Germany  
Jean Arnold – forest student Canada  
Saeed Baloch Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum Pakistan  
Verena Streitferdt Environmental management specialist – Germany 
Pyrou Chung – Ecologist Cambodia  
Freddy G Burgos – Guardaparque Argentina  
Lucas de Alencar Oliveira estudante de direito e ex-estudante de engenharia florestal da Universidade de Brasilia Brasil 
Heloisa Prado Pinto pedagoga especialista em educação ambiental – Brasil 
Elisabeth Sydow Turismóloga com Especialização em Gestão e Planejamento Ambiental e Mestre em Meio Ambiente e Desenvolvimento Regional 
.Brasil 
Gualter Barbas Baptista Engº Ambiente / Investigador em Economia Ecológica – Portugal 
Mónica Velásquez – Ingeniera Agrónoma en Recursos Naturales Renovables Guatemala 
Natalia Monroy Estudiante Ingeniería Ambiental Colombia 
Iván Dario Londoño - Estudiante Ingeniería Ambiental – Colombia 
Julio Néstor Sosa - Geógrafo, doctorando en Medio Ambiente - España 
 


