
 

PETITION 

 
Urgent call for an end to financing the establishment of eucalyptus and pine tree 

plantations in Mozambique 

September 2011 

 
To whom it may concern. 

 
In  previous  years,  the  Diocese  of  Vasteras,  the  Lutheran  Swedish  Church  and  the 

Norwegian Lutheran Church Endowment, have been investing heavily in the expansion of 

pine and eucalytpus tree monocultures in central and northern Mozambique through the 

companies Chikweti Forests de Niassa, Tectona Forests of Zambezia, Ntacua Florestas de 

Zambezia and Florestas de Messangulo. 

 
To finance these large-scale projects, these churches and church institutions mentioned 

above founded the Global Solidarity Forest Fund (GSFF). It is a Sweden-based private 

equity,  supposedly  ethical  investment  fund  focused  on  the  establishment  of  industrial 

timber plantations in southern Africa. The Dutch Pension Fund ABP and other institutions 

have also invested in this Fund. 

 
Contrary to official statements of the GSFF, many of the tree monocultures concerned are 

planted on fertile farmland in rural areas, land primarily used by local communities with 

customary land rights, for small-scale and self-sufficient farming and, therefore, vital to the 

food security of these people. 

 
Further, natural indigenous forests are chopped down at an alarming rate to give space to 

the monoculture tree plantations, which seriously impact on both the food security and 

biodiversity in those areas. 

 
In addition,   following the establishment of the Ntacua Forests eucalyptus plantations in 

2008, due to the extremely high water consumption of the alien plants - each eucalyptus 

tree uses at least 50 liters of water a day - , the availability of water, which, in most rural 

areas of Mozambique where only 42% of the total population have access to improved 

drinking water sources, is a scarce and valuable resource, is worsening as reported by 

several members of an affected community in Zambezia Province. 

 
The plantations of Ntacua Florestas de Zambezia, contrary to the promises of the company, 

do not increase the job security in affected areas, since subsequent to the clearing of the 

land and the planting of the trees, there is no need for workers in the plantations anymore; 

except for a few security guards. 

 
The few people who are working in the plantations as is the case in Zambezia and Niassa 

suffer from bad working conditions, such as the payment of inhumane wages which 

sometimes are under the legal minimum wage in Mozambique, lack of adequate transport 

and huge differences in income and working conditions among „white‟ and „black‟ 

employees. Once employed, they have no time to grow food for their families which affects 



food security. It is extremely irresponsible for a church institution that should place special 

emphasis on social factors in all its operations to exploit impoverished communities for 

profit. 

 
By establishing these large-scale monocultures, the churches destroy the possibility of 

small-scale farming in these areas, which is due to a massive degradation of the soil and the 

destruction of areas reserved for agricultural fields (“machambas”). This is devastating for 

affected communities, especially since 80% of the economically active population is 

working in  agriculture and  living in  rural  areas and depend directly on  self-sufficient 

farming to feed themselves and their families. The lack of solution for these problems have 

lead to extreme situations such as the very grave conflicts that have happened in Niassa 

province where angry and despaired farmes have destroyed tree plantations. 

 
Furthermore, there was no proper consultation of local communities. In most cases, the 

public consultation process was fraud. Instead of equally informing the communities about 

the pros and cons of industrial timber plantations, the communities were only told lies of 

food security and poverty alleviation through massive job creation. Concerning as well is 

that in some cases, the members of the communities were not asked permission to plant the 

trees on the land utilized by them. 

 
The establishment of plantations in those areas will have dire long-term consequences for 

the local population as has been reported in other places in the global South where these 

plantations have been established as is the case of near-by South Africa – degradation of 

fertile soil, drying up of water sources, invasion of fields by Eucalyptus and Pine trees and 

the loss of complete livelihoods. Also, the large-scale destruction of indigenous vegetations 

already has and will have a huge impact on vital biodiversity, the integrated ecosystem and 

the natural services provided by real forests. 

 
For those reasons the stated targets of the organizations, which include reforestation, 

restoration and responsible management, are not reached at all! 

Instead, people are deprived of their land and are promised secure job creation and poverty 

alleviation  which  has  not  become  true.  Instead,  frustration,  anger  and  despair  have 

increased in communities that already have suffered a lot over the past decades. 

 
We do not see why church institutions and other investment funds would invest their 

member‟s money in projects that exploit the poorest of the poor – can money be worth all 

of this? 

 
Therefore, we demand the immediate stop of every sort of support for the further 

establishment  and  expansion  of  tree  monocultures  in  Mozambique  and  the  active 

restoration  and  rehabilitation  of  the  already  affected  farmland  by  the  responsible 

institutions. 

 
Yours sincerely, 



 

Name Organization Country 

Calisto Paulo Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Alifa Aide Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Elisa Asside Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Julio dos Santos Pessego Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Bernardo Andre Maine Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Alberto Ndala Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Cecilia Ali Saide Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Cristina Antonio Uniao Provincial de Camponeses de Niassa Mozambique 

Chris Burke  Germany 

Hugh Lee  Ireland 

Guy-Alain INDAT  Côte d'Ivoire 

Jorge Hidalgo Palacios CEDENMA Ecuador 

Amigos de la Tierra 
Internacional Intenrational 

World Rainforest Movement International 

MAURICE NSASE Forêt pour le Développement Integral République Démocratique du Congo. 

Jaybee Garganera Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM) Philippines 

Diego Cardona Brazil 

María Selva Ortiz REDES-Amigos de la Tierra Uruguay 

Mtangala Lumpu Nsenga AFED République Démocratique du Congo 

Lester Seri Community CBO - MICAD Papua New Guinea 

Elisabete S. Lima Brazil 

Nairobi Mastrangelo Nairobi Mastrangelo 

Karen Rothschild Union paysanne Canada 

Alexandre Pereira Quercus Portugal 

Tatiana Zehl  United States 

Ana Ventura  Portugal 

Dr David Fig Biowatch Trust South Africa 
Réserve communautaire des gorilles de walikale 

Rousseau KISUBA MULIRO ensigle République Démocratique du Congo 

Roberta Guimarães de Souza IEMA Brazil 
Movimento dos pequenos Agricultores - MPA - 

Brasil, Brazil 

Domingos Patacho Portugal 

Marguerite Bayle 

FASE Brazil 
National Forum of Forest People and Forest 
Workers (NFFPFW) India 

Adrià Solé Cantero Spain 

NGO Les Amis de la Terre-Togo Togo 

Sandra Nicosia Ciudadanos Autoconvocados contra las Represas Argentina 

Lucia Ortiz Amigos da Terra Brasil Brazil 

Gonzalo del Campo  Spain 
Mestranda em Agroecologia e Desenvolvimento 

Juliana Duz Ricarte Rural - UFSCar Brazil 

David Gomes de Freitas Brazil 

Marcela Lincoqueo Organización mapuche Lakutun Margarita 

Cayupil Organización mapuche Trawün mapu 

Ximena Llamin Organización mapuche Trepey pu lamngen 



Working Group  on Rainforests and Biodiversity Germany 

Ana Maria Maffezoli Leite Brazil 

Gedeao Alves da Rocha Brazil 

Fernando da Silva Brazil 
Centro de Estudos e Pesquisas para o 
Desenvolvimento do Extremo Sul Brazil 

Alvaro González R. Grupo Mesófilo AC Mexico 

NSHIMIRIMANA JEAN 
DONATIEN-IPENER Propreté, Environnement et Santé "P.E.S." Burundi 

Linda Engström Sweden 
Jacqueline et Jean 
BRETONELLE France 

C. Fouarge Africa Europe Faith & Justice Network (AEFJN) Belgium 

Almuth Ernsting Biofuelwatch, UK/USA 

Bernard Duterme CETRI Belgium 

Vladimir Santafé Grupo Educação Popular Brazil 

Pius Ginting WALHI Indonesia 

Emília Wanda Rutkowski ABES/SP seção Campinas Brazil 

Agrupación de Ingenieros Forestales por el Bosque 

Cristián Frêne Coget Nativo Chile 

Múcio Tosta Gonçalves Brazil 

Red de Acción por los Derechos Ambientales 
Alejandra Parra Muñoz. 

Damien Ase 

(RADA) Chile 
Center for Environmental Law & Community Rights 
(CELCOR)/ Papua New Guinea 

INSTITUTO ANINPA BRASIL - Brazil 

FUNDAÇÃO ANINPA BRASIL Brazil 

ICS - INSTITUTO CIDADES SUSTENTÁVEIS Brazil 

IBAS - INSTITUTO BRASILEIRO DE 
AGROECOLOGIA E SUSTENTABILIDADE Brazil 
FÓRUM DO MOVIMENTO AMBIENTALISTA DO 

PARANÁ Brazil 
FEPAM - FEDERAÇÃO PARANAENSE DE 

ENTIDADES AMBIENTALISTAS Brazil 

ILARMAH - INSTITUTO LATINO AMERICANO DE 

REINTEGRAÇÃO AO MEIO AMBIENTE HUMANO Brazil 

ECOSUL - INSTITUTO DE SUSTENTABILIDADE Brazil 

OCEANUS - INSTITUTO MERCOSUL DE 
ESTUDOS AMBIENTAIS Brazil 

Célia Dias UFRRJ Brazil 

Rede Alerta Contra o Deserto Verde/Espirito 

Marilda Teles Maracci Santo/Brasil Brazil 

Roberto Martins de Souza Instituto Federal do Paraná - IFPR Brazil 

Fernando Vásquez AlverdeVivo 

Noemi Abad Ecoportal.Net Argentina 

dan Azria Green Republik 

Diego Sabbado Menezes  Brazil 

Luis Felipe Cesar Crescente Fértil Brazil 

María Celeste Ramos  Brazil 

Nemesio Juan Rodríguez 
Mitchell PUMC-UNAM Mexico 

Gedeao Alves da Rocha, Brazil 

Alexandre Pantaleão de Melo- CEPAG - Centro de Estudos Pesquisas e Ações de Brazil 



Guaratiba 

Cayenne Guyane Française 

Urbelinda Ferrufino Asociacion Ecologica del Oriente Bolivia 

RAPAL Uruguay Uruguay 

Grupo Guayubira Uruguay 

Ecologistas en Acción (Espana) Spain 

Andrey Laletin Friends of the Siberian Forests Russia 

Melody Kemp Vientiane Laos 

Mandy Haggith  Scotland 

Dr. Helen N. Mendoza, SOLJUSPAX Philippines 

Carol Yong (Dr.)  Malaysia 

Jacques MF Depelchin  Brazil 

Dr. Janis Alcorn Usa 

Leo Broers Belgium 

An-Katrien Lecluyse Belgium 

Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies India 

Valerie Tomlinson  UK 
KpSHK  - Consortium for Supporting Community 

Aftrinal S. Lubis, SP. Based Forest System management Indonesia 

ardin tahir evergreen Indonesia 

African Centre for Biosafety South Africa 

Gathuru Mburu Institute for Culture and Ecology Kenya 

Jim Enright Mangrove Action Project THAILAND 

Javier M. Claparols Ecological Society of the Philippines Philippines 

Tom Edwardson Sarawak Campaign Committee Japan 

Siti Maimunah, Civil Society Forum for Climate Justice Indonesia 

James Hewitt globaltimber.org.uk UK 

Reinhard Behrend Rettet den Regenwald e. V. Germany 

Reiner Bürgin  Germany 

Theresa Wolfwood  Canada 

Julio Alexander Parra Geografía Vivia Venezuela 

Tim Strupat GeaSphere  Germany 

Philip Owen GeaSphere South Africa 

December Ndhlovu GeaSphere South Africa 

Thelma Nkosi GeaSphere South Africa 

Sandile Zwane GeaSphere Swaziland 

Malte Plewa  Germany 

 


