
Bonn, May, 2008 

 

To the Official Delegations of the  
IV Meeting of the Parties of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (MOP-4) and  
IX Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP-9) 

Dear Sir / Madam,  

We, representatives of different sectors of the global civil society and aware of the relevance of the 
topics to be treated during the MOP-4/COP-9 negotiations - of which you will be part - would like 
to inform you about our firm opposition towards any decision that may facilitate or justify the 
promotion of agrofuels, genetically modified (GM) trees and Genetic Use Restriction Technologies 
(GURTs) based on the following considerations:  

- Agrofuels do not contribute to solve the problem of global warming. On the contrary, they 
generate much higher volumes of greenhouse gases than fossil fuels. Agrofuel production is 
based on intensive agricultural systems implemented through vast extensions of 
monocultures (much of them based on genetically modified crops) at the expense of large- 
scale deforestation; soil, water and biodiversity pollution and degeneration due to high 
applications of toxic agrochemicals (fertilizers and pesticides); and intensive use of energy 
and water resources during its conversion into fuels, among others. 

- The production of agrofuels in developing countries implies profound socio- economic 
problems such as substitution of land use (agrofuels instead of food) and the consequent 
shortage of food; expulsion (in many cases using violence) of farmers and indigenous 
communities from their lands due to the expansion of agricultural borders; concentration of 
power in few corporations; and general weakening of local agricultural food systems.  

- GM trees are part of the so-called “second generation of agrofuels” which not only cause  
severe ecological damage on complex ecosystems, such as forests, and profound socio-
economic problems (as mentioned above); but they also imply the depletion of water 
resources and an irreversible imbalance of the agricultural and forest ecosystems.  

- Genetic Use Restriction Technologies (GURTs), also called Terminator Technology, will 
not solve the problem of the genetic contamination caused by GM organisms, which means 
that they are not an adequate strategy for biological containment. Since GURTs produce 
sterile seed which cultivation relies on intensive use of synthetic agrochemicals to activate 
(or deactivate) certain plant characteristics, it becomes a mechanism for seed and food 
control by corporative firms. Consequently, GURTs threaten the local food systems and 
traditional knowledge. In addition, they exacerbate the dependence on external agricultural 
inputs and depletion of natural resources (including genetic erosion). 

- Concluding, agrofuels, GM trees and GURTs imply the weakening of food sovereignty, 
contamination and loss of local (agro) - biodiversity and its related traditional knowledge, 
concentration of power on transnational corporative firms, contamination of natural 
resources, and general degradation of the local ecological and socio-economic systems. 



These new technologies are intimately related and are part of the same production package, 
which has proven to be contaminating and destructive. Therefore, we DEMAND from the 
official delegations a position and vote that guarantees the conservation of the different forms of 
life of our planet and health of the global community, by REJECTING any proposal that 
directly or indirectly facilitates or promotes the production of agrofuels, GM trees and the end 
of the moratorium on GURTs.  

Yours sincerely,  

AABDA (Asociación para la Agricultura Biológico-Dinámica en la Argentina), Argentina 
CAPOMA (Centro de Acciòn Popular Olga Màrquez de Aredez en defensa de los derechos 
humanos), Argentina 
Ceppas (Centro de Polìticas Públicas para el Socialismo), Argentina 
Ecoportal.Net, Argentina 
RAOM (Red de Agricultura Orgánica de Misiones, Argentina 
Asociación de Organizaciones de Productores Ecológicos de Bolivia (AOPEB), Bolivia 
Centro de Culturas Originarias KAWSAY, Bolivia 
Tierra Viva, Bolivia  
AOPA, Brazil 
Centro Ecológico, Brazil 
La Coordinadora Agrária Nacional Canez, Brazil 
Movimiento de los Pequeños Agricultores  (MPA, deVia Campesina de Brasil), Brazil 
Mutirão Agroflorestal, Brazil 
Rede Ecovida, Brazil 
Fundación Estación Biológica Bachaqueros, Colombia 
Confederación Nacional de Organizaciones Campesinas, Indígenas y Negras-FENOCIN, Ecuador 
Instituto de Regeneración Ecológica, Ecuador 
Organización Fraternal Negra de Honduras, federación del pueblo 
garífuna, Honduras 
El Grupo por una Agricultura Alternativa y de Alerta ante la Transgenesis de Panama 
RAPAL, Uruguay 
WRM International Secretariat, Uruguay 
CENTINELA, Venezuela 
Asociación Nueva Cultura Rural, Spain 
Ekonekazaritza (Federación de AE de Euskadi), Spain 
Hortal Ecologico de Juslibol, Spain 
Basler Appell gegen Gentechnologie, Germany 
Gen-ethical Network (Gen-ethisches Netzwerk), Germany 
INKOTA-netzwerk, Germany 
Vorsitzende Ökologischer Ärztebund e.V., Germany 
Interessengemeinschaft für gentechnikfreie Saatgutarbeit, Germany 
"Kein Patent auf Leben!" ("No Patents on Life!"), Germany 
Biologica, platform organisation for organic food and farming, The Netherlands 
A SEED Europe, The Netherlands 
SWISSAID, Switzerland 
Food First, United States 
Grassroots International, United States 
Rainforest Action Network en San Francisco, United States 


